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SUB J : SECRETARY'S NEXT MEETING WITH AFRICAN AMBASSADORS 

REF: STATE 7785 

1 . 1 INFORMED AMBASSADOR PEAL BY TELEPHONE OF CONTENT REFTEL 
LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON. HE PHONED ME THIS MORNING TO ASK IF 
THERE WAS ANY POSSIBILITY THAT MEETING WOULD BE POSTPONED. 

(HIS CONCERN WAS THAT A NUMBER OF SENIOR AF AMBASSADORS WERE 
ABSENT FROM WASHINGTON ATTENDING OAU SUMMIT AND THE RESPONSES 
TO THE SECRETARY'S INVITATION WOULD BE INSUFFICIENT TO HOLD 
A MEETING.) I TOLD HIM THAT YOUR MESSAGE WAS STATED 
UNEQUIVOCABLY AND, THEREFORE, I ASSUMED THE MEETING WOULD TAKE 
PLACE AS SCHEDULED. HE THEN ASKED ME TO RECONFIRM WITH YOU 
THAT IT WOULD TAKE PLACE ON THE FIFTEENTH. PEAL HAS TRIED 
TELEPHONE HIS EMBASSY WITHOUT SUCCESS. 

2. FYI: PEAL IS ATTEMPTING DEPART MONROVIA TONIGHT. WE 
HAVE HEARD SEVERAL RUMORS THAT AN ATTEMPT IS UNDERWAY TO 
REPLACE HIM IN WASHINGTON, WHICH HE IS RESISTING. IT WOULD 
NOT HELP HIS CASE HERE IF HE WERE TO RUSH BACK TO WASHINGTON 
FOR A MEETING THAT DID NOT MATERIALIZE. END FYI. 

3. REQUEST NIACT IMMEDIATE REPLY. 
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